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Alva Glen Heritage Trust  
Newsletter  
 

Notice of Annual General 
Meeting 
 
This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held in the 
function room of the No. 5 Inn, Alva at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday 25th March 2009.  The meeting will include 
a presentation by Malcolm Young, consultant with 
Eamonn Wall & Co. who has produced a survey report 
on the condition of footpaths in Alva Glen. Copies of the 
report are available from the AGHT. 
 
 

Year off for Alva Illuminations  
The Alva Glen Illuminations are an integral part of the 
aim and objectives of the Alva Glen Heritage Trust.  
They have been greatly enjoyed by the community and 
have been very successful in raising funds. The trust is 
keen that these funds from the illuminations and other 
grants are put to good use. It is important that we are 
able to progress with environmental projects within the 
glen, including improving and enhancing paths and 
access.  As with any voluntary organisation we have to 
prioritise our time and resources and the trust will be 
taking be taking a year out from presenting the 
illuminations so that we can concentrate our efforts on 
other vital areas.  The Alva community spirit has 
produced and encouraged a positive change and from 
that the AGHT has achieved some of its objectives.  We 
would like to thank everyone for their continued support 
and be assured the Illuminations will return in 2010 with 
a bang.  In the mean–time, with your help we look 

forward to progressing with some rather interesting 
projects. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Bringing colour into the Glen  
 
MacArthur Braes were originally constructed along the 
lines of a ‘pleasure garden’ containing ornamental flower 
beds and pleasing walkways. As such it would have 
been an important focal point for the community’s leisure 
time.  
Alva Glen Heritage Trust members are seeking to 
restore some of the colour that would have existed in the 
planting of those early days taking care, of course, to 
retain and protect the overall natural character of the 
Braes. 
 
This will be a long term project but, as a start, Trust 
members earlier in the year identified a site near the 
waterfall viewing point where more ornamental planting 
would be appropriate. After much soggy digging and 
clearing of weeds, two beds were established and a 
small variety of plants installed. These include 
ornamental rhododendron, rose, hypericum and 
viburnam – all of which should provide some year-round 
colour in this corner. 
 
These beds will, of course, need to be tended from time 
to time by the group. We feel sufficiently confident in the 
success of this project to have identified several other 
areas that would benefit from a similar ‘makeover’ and 
hope to make further progress in the forthcoming year. 
 
If you would like to comment on or be involved in this 
project please let us know! 
 
 

Ochil Landscape Partnership 
(OLP) 
 
You may have heard of this new initiative through 
various public meetings the Council organised over the 
past year. Essentially, a range of local groups and 
interests were encouraged to collaborate in producing a 
major funding proposal presented to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The proposal put forward a variety of Hillfoots 
based projects centred on our natural, cultural and built 
heritage categorised into one of the following themes:  
‘Discover the Ochils’ – improving access and 
encouraging use 
‘Rivers’ – enhancing, preserving and promoting habitats, 
species, and amenities 
‘Glens’ – developing the Glens as an attractive 
recreational and educational resource. 
Recently we were glad to hear that Clackmannanshire’s 
proposal was one of three Scottish schemes to have 
been earmarked for an award. This means that the Ochil 
Landscape Partnership can now progress to Stage Two 
and submit a further, fully developed application to 
secure the full award. 
 

 
 
Alva Glen Heritage Trust has supported the OLP 
throughout this process and hopes that some of the Glen 
related projects identified in our submission will be taken 
forward in this next phase of the OLP. 
 
These include improving pathways and lighting and 
perhaps the introduction of a new 
‘interpretation/performance facility’. Most of all we would 
like to see the entrance to the glen improved since this is 
currently looking very unattractive and unwelcoming for 
visitors and locals alike.  
 
If you have any comments or further ideas on what could 
be done in the lower glen, please feel free to get in touch 
with us. You can read more about the successful bid at:  
 
http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/council/press/?release=158
3 
 
 

Fundraising & Events 2008 
 
After 9 months of hard work fundraising and planning the 
illuminations for 2008, the Events team had a well 
earned rest before starting all over again in January!. 
 
The programme for 2009 will definitely include our 
Daffodil Day Event on the first Sunday in April.  This 
event is growing in popularity each year and we hope to 
build on that success - check the website for our events 
timetable which will be ready early in 2009. 
 
This year we raised a total of £3,933 from events such 
as Race Night, Daffodil Day and Ladies Night and of 
course the Illuminations which contributed £2,654 to that 
total.   
 
The Illuminations night was amazing with a record turn 
out from the public, fantastic entertainment from our fire 
jugglers, Hillfoot’s Youth Fiddlers, Alloa Bowmar Pipe 
Band and other traditional musicians plus the laser light 
show on the quarry wall.  Photos of the illuminations can 
be seen on our website.  The funds raised will all go 
towards the ongoing improvement of the Glen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
(Many people enjoyed the owl sculpture which was 
funded from illuminations 2007). 
 

 
 
Anyone who enjoys fundraising and would like to join our 
team will be welcomed with open arms – just contact 
Claire or Sandra.   
Finally I would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to all our fundraising events, including the 
illuminations, which was our biggest and best effort yet! 
 

 
 
 
 

Survey success 
 
In our last newsletter we revealed that we were looking 
for funding for a plant survey of the upper glen. Well, 
we’ve been half successful! We received 50% funding 
from Scottish Natural Heritage, with the balance paid for 
from Trust funds.��
�
We commissioned a survey of the plants in the upper 
glen; this will help us to plan what needs to be done in 
the glen and give us a baseline to measure any 
improvements we make against. The survey work is now 
complete, and a copy of it is available on the website. 
The main conclusion was that the removal of grazing 
from the glen has changed the habitat for the better, 
although it has allowed scrub to spread, which is 
threatening the habitat of the rare “northern Brown 
Argus” butterfly.��
�
We also received funds from Entrust; this money paid for 
a survey of the paths in the upper glen; the survey 
identified £20,000 of necessary improvements, and the 
next phase will be fundraising to implement the 
improvements.  If you’d like to get involved in this short, 
focused project, get in touch with Nathan. 
 
 

Glen Work Sessions  
 

Our workdays have continued to be held once a month; 
it’s been great to see the commitment shown by many 
of our “regulars,” although it would be nice for some 
new faces to appear! The work isn’t difficult, and we 
always have a good chat, so do come along if you 
fancy doing something different—you’ll be instructed in 
what to do and might learn a new skill!  
Work Days take place on the first Sunday of each 
month between 1pm and 3pm.  We meet first in the 
glen car park at 1pm. Volunteers of all ages are 
welcome, but children under 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Tools and gloves are provided.  Strong 
shoes or boots are recommended as is suitable clothing 
for our unpredictable weather.  
See back cover for details of up and coming 
workdays and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 2009 
 
Alva Glen workdays—first Sunday of the month 
 
1 March   Tree Planting/pond maintenance 
 
5 April   Daffodil Day 
 
3 May   Path Maintenance project (WE NEED YOU) 
 
7 June   Herb Walk 
 
5 July   BBQ & Eco-games, Family day 
 
2 August    To be advised 
 
6 September   To be advised 
 
4 October   Bulb planting/Foraging Walk 
 
1 November   Gathering leaves/Composting/Pruning  
 
6 December   Mulled wine and mulching/pruning 

 
 

FUN FUND RAISING EVENTS 
FOR 2009 
 
The events team have been putting together a 
programme of exciting events to entice us off the couch 
and out to have fun.  Due to popular demand the Ladies 
night will return this year, on Saturday 25th April.  The 
entertainment will be original as always, (as those of you 
who attended last time will know), but at the moment I 
am sworn to secrecy.  This will be followed by an old 
favourite the Race night, always hard to beat, on Friday 
29th May.  The venue for both events will be the 
Johnstone Arms Hotel. 

Our Daffodil Day event this year falls on Sunday 5th 
April. This is a great fun day for all the family and there 
are plenty of activities to keep everyone happy.  The 
duck race or should that be duck dive is not to be 
missed! Further details will be released nearer the time, 
just make a note in your diary. 

 

You’re Worth It 
The project vision and purpose that initiated the 
formation of AGHT was “In partnership with others to 
bring back and develop the spirit of the community by 
restoring, regenerating and developing Alva Glen and 

McArthur Braes”.  The project is now in its 6th year since 
its inaugural meeting in May 2003 and has achieved a 
great deal in that time.  The immensely popular Alva 
Glen Illuminations have gone from strength to strength 
thanks to the tireless support of members, volunteers, 
local businesses and organisations, the community as a 
whole and all those that visited and contributed to the 
event.  Perhaps more subtlety, improvements to and 
enhancement of the glen have increased biodiversity, by 
providing new and improved habitats the number and 
variety of species has been increased.  The introduction 
of interpretation to the glen has increased visitors’ 
enjoyment of the lower section and produced a few 
surprises!  If you don’t know what I’m referring to, you 
should make another visit.  There are more opportunities 
to come that will have a positive impact on Alva Glen 
and benefit our community and if you aren’t already 
involved in some way I would urge you to contact myself; 
Claire (01259) 760997, email Claire83a@aol.com or 
Sandra 763240.  There are many fun ways in which you 
(and your family) can be involved and make a difference. 

Training opportunity   

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers   
BTCV organize courses on various aspects of training, 
and as an affiliated member we get a healthy discount 
on prices.  
As part of our commitment to enhance the glen, we’re 
keen to train up any volunteers who are interested – 
have a look at the brochure at www.btcv.org.uk. 

Courses you may be interested in are:  
29/30 April – woodland management  
20/21 June – wildflower identification  
19/20 September – wildlife ponds  

Contact Nathan to book a course  
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